Natural Resources Internships – GIS/GPS Specialist with
CRACYP
for Progreso Verde (“Green Progress”)
2013
Introduction
This document should be read in conjunction with the Internship Information Pack available at
www.progresoverde.org/internship.html
CRACYP has helped to develop the community business CADO, an organic sugarcane farmers’ cooperative,
since 2000. CADO farmers produce organic, Fair Trade aguardiente (cane alcohol) for export to companies
such as The Body Shop and Dr. Bronner’s Soaps. CADO’s farmers in their cultivation and production
processes and CADO in its buying and export practices both differ markedly from their non-organic, free
trade counterparts in the region. Additionally, CRACYP is developing an eco-tourism project. Infrastructure
will consist of several cabins constructed near the little village of Jilimbí, which is a farming community at the
edge of forested Andean foothills. Two of the main attractions will be exploring the ecosystem via guided
hikes, and experiencing the local culture through visits to sugarcane cultivators who make organic, fair trade
alcohol.

Objectives
We need interns with experience in GPS and GIS technology to create an initial maps database of the area
where CADO farmers live and work. These maps will be used for land use planning, and will provide context
for future projects related to agricultural development and ecotourism. Basic maps of roads, streams, and
property boundaries are essential, but interns will have the freedom to pursue additional/more detailed
projects according to their interest/expertise. Eventually, these maps will be used to develop ecotourism
(trails, overlooks, etc.); agricultural projects (soil mapping); plant and wildlife inventories;
reforestation/revegetation of native plant communities; as well as for creating transportation
logistics/process flow models. Therefore interns wishing to begin a project in one of these areas or in other
areas will be encouraged to do so. In addition to electronic versions of the maps, interns will prepare
printed versions for use by community members with limited computer knowledge.

Location
You will be based in the picturesque little village of Jilimbí in Bolívar Province, close to the border with
Cotopaxi Province. The nearest town you might find on a map is Moraspungo, about an hour’s journey up
into the mountains from the main road between Quevedo and Ventanas. You will work in various
communities near the border between the Bolivar and Cotopaxi provinces.

Requirements
GIS/GPS specialist interns will need coursework in GIS/GPS technology. This would be an ideal internship
for a student pursuing a certificate or major in GIS technology. The intern will also need to be able to bring
a laptop equipped with GIS software as well as a GPS unit that can interface with that software, as there are
limited map data of the area at useful scales. Some shape files and topographical files do exist, and should
be researched before arrival. CRACYP’s Intern Coordinator will be available for support such as translation,
and has limited GIS/GPS experience, but is not an expert. He can also help with local contacts that may be
useful for conducting research, so that interns can take advantage of local knowledge when possible.
Spanish language skills would be useful, but not essential for this position. Interns should also have
experience working outdoors in a somewhat physically demanding environment, as the terrain is rather
steep.

How to Apply
Read the Internship Information Pack for details of how to apply.
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